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over the country. Mr. Webster had, in fact,
struck the key-note of the coming campaign in
the Niblo-Garden speech of 1837. In. the sum-
mer of 1840 he spoke in Massachusetts, New
York, Pennsylvania, and Virginia, and was almost
continually upon the platform. The great feat
of 1833-34, when he made sixty-four speeches in
the Senate on the bank question, was now repeated
under much more difficult conditions. In the first
instance he was addressing a small and select
body of trained listeners, all more or less familiar
with the subject. In 1840 he was obliged to pre-
sent these same topics, with all their infinite detail
and inherent dryness, to vast popular audiences,
but nevertheless he achieved a marvellous success.
The chief points which he brought out were the1
condition of the currency, the need of govern-
ment regulation, the responsibility of the Dem-
ocrats, the miserable condition of the country, and
the exact fulfillment of the prophecies he had
made. The argument and the conclusion were
alike irresistible, but Mr. Webster showed, in
handling his subject, not only the variety, rich-
ness, and force which he had displayed in the
Senate, but the capacity of presenting it in a
way thoroughly adapted to the popular mind,
and yet, at the same time, of preserving the im-
pressive tone of a dignified statesman, without
any degeneration into mere stump oratory. This
wonderful series of speeches produced the great*